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the most important contributions of the last generation to Amer- 
ican history. 

The meetings of the society are held annually and occasionally 
are combined with State historical conventions held at different 
cities of the State. Important papers by members and outsiders 
are read at these meetings. The proceedings of the last meeting, 
November 7, 1907, at Madison, now published, gives the reports 
of officers, of nine auxiliary (local) societies, all showing healthy 
activity, and an interesting collection of the papers read by Reu- 
ben G. Thwaites and others at the meeting. A new activity is 
favorably reported upon, namely sending out lecturers upon his- 
torical subjects to speak wherever local or general interest can be 
served by such a visit. Numerous other means are resorted to in 
increasing popular interest and support, such as inspiring histor- 
ical articles in local newspapers and sending out suggestions to 
local historians. All in all, the report of the last year's work 
makes a very impressive recital. 



NOTES. 

A bronze bust of Judge Stephen Neal, of Lebanon, was pre- 
sented on July 10 to the Indiana State Library. Judge Neal was 
one of the well known jurists of the State and attained a na- 
tional reputation by drafting the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States which was presented in Con- 
gress by Godlove S. Orth from his district. The bust is one of 
three designed and executed by Miss Clara Barth Leonard, one 
of which was given to the Lebanon Library and another re- 
tained by the donor, Mr. C. F. S. Neal, son of Judge Neal. Miss 
Leonard worked from photographs and the death mask, and 
had, also, the benefit of the suggestions and criticisms of the 
late Louis Gibson, a life-long friend of Judge Neal. The pre- 
sentation was made by Union B. Hunt, on behalf of Mr. Neal, 
and the gift was accepted by Demarchus C. Brown, State Li- 
brarian, on behalf of the State. 

The Ohio Valley Historical Association will hold its second 
annual meeting during the Thanksgiving season of this year. 
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Mr. E. A. Randall is president and G. L. Martzolff correspond- 
ing secretary of this organization. 

Professor Walter C. Fleming has resigned the position of sec- 
retary of the Conference of State and Local Historical Societies, 
which is to be held at Richmond in connection with the next 
meeting of the American Historical Association at the close of 
this year. Professor St. George L. Sioussat will take his place. 

The committee of seven appointed at the Madison meeting 
of the American Historical Association, Dr. Dunbar Rowland, 
chairman, to arrange for cooperation of the various States, es- 
pecially in the Mississippi Valley, in securing transcripts from 
foreign archives, held a meeting at Washington April 16, and 
among other things recommends that historical societies, so fat- 
as possible, refrain from work of this sort until carefully pre- 
pared general lists can be made by joint effort. 

The Mississippi Valley Historical Association held its first 
meeting at Lake Minnetonka, Minnesota, June 22-23. Profes- 
sor Clarence W. Alvord, of the University of Illinois, was elected 
president for 1908-'09. State Librarian Demarchus C. Brown 
attended from Indiana. 

LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES. 

The Monroe County Historical Society is to have a separate 
room in the new court-house, given for its use and furnished by 
order of the county commissioners. Interest in the society is re- 
ported as constantly increasing. At the last regular meeting, 
announced for June 26, Mr. Dudley F. Smith read a paper upon 
The Old-Time Roads and the Old-Time Farming. 

ACTIVITIES OF STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETIES. 

The Oregon Historical Society is planning a series of leaflets 
on different phases of Oregon history to be supplied to the pupils 
of the common schools of the State. 

The Oklahoma Historical Society is to have a $25,000 addi- 
tion to the Carnegie Library at Oklahoma City for its exclusive 
use. 

The Mississippi Historical Society has incorporated, May 1, 
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1908, the Mississippi Association of History Teachers as an aux- 
iliary and is printing the papers of the latter for distribution. 

The Nebraska State Historical Society has obtained an ap- 
propriation from the State for a building which is to be de- 
voted to its use. 



REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 

INDIANA BAPTIST HISTORY. 

In "Indiana Baptist History, 1798-1908," Professor William 
T. Stott offers a desirable contribution to a field wherein we 
have little and need more. A book or two on Presbyterianism, 
two or three touching Methodism, a brochure on Congrega- 
tionalism and this work on the Baptist church virtually com- 
prise what we have ; and yet the religious movements within a 
commonwealth are an integral and very important part of its 
history, representing, as they do, beliefs that operate through 
every stratum of society, and which are no small factor in de- 
termining the character of the people. Whatever one may think 
of the merits or absurdities of the diverse dogmas held by the 
several sects, it is a matter of deep sociologic interest that 
the church organizations and the conflicts whereby they are 
strengthened, present in their histories the sterling virtues of 
righteous ideals, zeal, self-sacrifice and sturdiness to a degree 
hardly paralleled in any other human activity. An institution 
that fosters these things surely bears an all-important part in 
the development of a community, and so, be it repeated, records 
in this field afford desirable data. 

Professor Stott, for thirty-three years president of Franklin 
College, the leading Baptist school of the State, was pre-emi- 
nently the man to have written this book. No one, perhaps, 
could have had access to more material, though, unfortunately, 
the records of many of the earlier churches are lost beyond all 
finding. More first-hand information might ha\e been desired, 
but nevertheless Mr. Stott has brought within his 374 pages 
much that will be new to the reader. 

The establishment of the Baptist church in Indiana antedates 
all others, except the Catholic. The first organization dates 



